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ABSTRACT
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St at enent of Purpose
This Action Research was conducted to inprove the
performance of Grade VIII Students in Mathematics in Tanbis
Nat i onal Hi gh School through Scaffol ding Activities.
Specifically, it sought to answer the foll ow ng:
1. What is the profile of the Gade VIII participants in
terms of the follow ng:

1.1 Sex;
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1.2 Ethnicity; and
1.3 Teacher handling Math VII?

2. What is the level of achievenent of the participants
in Gade VII Mathematics?

3. 1s there a significant difference in the achievenent
of the participants in Grade VII nmathematics in terns
of their profile?

4. What are the Least Learned Conpetencies of the
participants in Gade VIl Mathenmatics?

5. What scaffolding activities can be designed to inprove
performance of the participants in Mathematics?

6. Did the performance of the participants inprove after

the scaffol ding activities?

Fi ndi ngs
1 As to their sex, 35 or 48% of the total participants
were male and 38 or 52% were female.As to their
ethnicity, 15 or 21% of the total participants were
Kamayo, 6 or 8% were Bohol ano, 4 or 5% were Mnobo,
10 or 14% were Surigaonon, 2 or 3% were Waray and 36
or 49% were m xed-bl ooded from the different ethnic
groups.As to the teacher who handled WMathematics
VII, 36 or 49% of the total participants were

students of Teacher 1, 32 or 44% of the total
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participants were students of Teacher 2 and 5 or 7%
of the total participants were comng fromthe other

school s.

Through diagnostic examnation, it was found out

that all participants were below mastery level in
al | conpet enci es in G ade VI | Mat hemat i cs.

D agnostic results also revealed a no significant

di fference bet ween t he per f or mances of t he
partici pants  when gr ouped according to sex,

ethnicity and teacher handling Mathematics VII.

Qut of 12 conpetencies, conpetency 1 (Evaluate
Al gebraic Expression given the wvalue of t he
vari abl e), conpetency 3 (Illustrate Laws of

exponents), conpetency 4 (Add/Subtract Polynom al)

and conpetency 5 (Miultiply/divide polynom als) were
the four |east | earned conpetency that were included
in the research

There were three scaffolding activities that were
designed to inprove performance of the participants
in the |east |earned conpetencies. These scaffol ding
activities wer e t he fol | ow ng: (1) Direct

| nstruction, (2) Peer Tut ori ng and (3)

I ndi vi dual i zed Instruction. These three scaffolding

activities raised the perfornmance level of the



viii

participants. It was evident after having passed the
post tests admnistered after the conduct of the
scaffolding activities and was successfully applied
the skills during the Third Mdterm Exam nation in

Mat hematics VIII.

Concl usi ons
In view of the findings, the follow ng conclusions were
dr awn:

1. The performance score in diagnostic test reflected the

know edge of t he partici pants in G ade Vi |
Mat hematics. As revealed, all students belong to
approaching proficiency |evel, developing |evel and
begi nning |evel showed inadequate know edge in
Mat hematics VII since all of them were at below

mastery level. They got |ow scores in the diagnhostic
test and they needed follow up activities to inprove
their performance in Mathematics.

2. Conparing neans was used to determne significant
di fference bet ween t he per f or mances of t he
participants. Analysis revealed that the performance
of the participants were simlar when grouped
according to sex, ethnicity and teacher handling

Mat hematics  VII. Fi ndings further inmplied that



achi evenment |evel of the participants was not affected
by these three factors.

3. The three designed scaffolding activities were of
gr eat hel p in i nprovi ng per f or mance of t he
participants. A notable increase in the performance of
the participants from pretest to posttest scores was
shown. Acquisition of skills was also evident after
having carried and applied during the conduct of the
Third Mdterm Examination in Gade VIII Mathenatics
wherein related topics were neasured. However, the
effectiveness of these scaffolding activities wll
vary on the coping-up ability of the participants. It
will also depend on the nunmber of participants who
will attend t he scaf f ol di ng activities. One
scaffolding activity cannot guarantee a maxi num

i nprovenent of the students.

Recomendat i ons
Oh the basis of the foregoing findings and
concl usi ons, t he resear cher of fers t he fol |l owi ng

recomendat i ons:
1. The adm nistrators should encourage their teachers to
find ways and neans to help the at-risk students

devel op t he di fferent Mat hemat i cs conpet enci es.



Adm nistrators should also send and support the
teachers in the different relevant trainings, semnars
and workshops to upgrade thenselves in terns of
Mat hemati cs content and pedagogy.

2.1t is also advised that Mathematics teachers wll
consi der the nunber of participants and their
individuality when planning the conductof scaffolding

activities.

Ref | ecti ons

This action research made the researcher realized on
the teachers” role in the four corners of the classroom.
Gving a hand full of information was not enough. A teacher
must have enough patience and understanding. As the teacher
gets inside the classroom the accountability for the
students” learning starts.

It was really a difficult task making all students be
at mastery level, if it happened, it could surely consuned
a lot of tinme. But, a teacher was expected to be flexible
at all times, to handle problens at their best and to
resolve whatever it may be. Thus, adhering the thoughts
extra effort, intimte pl anni ng and ent husiasm in

i npl enmenting the plans were really needed.
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